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A few words about my background



My personal background: 30 years of conservation

Å Duxbury Selectboard 

Å Duxbury Planning 
Commission 

Å Duxbury Land Trust

Å Waterbury Local 
Energy Action 
Partnership 



My academic background: Vermont land use

Å PhD. in Natural 
Resources from 
University of 
Vermont, 2003

Å Focus: Cross-
boundary land 
use planning in 
Vermont



My professional background

Å Forest Stewardship Council ς7 years

Å The Nature Conservancy (TNC) ς6 years

Å World Wildlife Fund (WWF) ς6 years

Å United Nations Development Program ς14 years

Å Britain Nepal Medical Trust ς3 years



Å Support 140 countries in developing national biodiversity plans

Å Support 200 countries and territories in assessing status of parks 
and protected area networks

Å Support 60 countries in identifying nature-based climate solutions

Å Support 14 countries in integrated spatial planning for nature, 
climate and development goals

Å Manage multiple global events to raise awareness on the nature-
climate-human development nexus 

My professional background



What is the broad global context?



Planetary Emergency
2015: Global adoption 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎέ



Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 15: Life on Land
Å Protect, restore and sustainably manage ecosystems
Å Restore degraded forests
Å Avoid extinctions
Å Integrate ecosystem services into land use planning

Goal 13: Climate Action
Å Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to 

natural hazards



Planetary Emergency
2015: Global adoption 
of the Paris Agreement



Paris Agreement

Article 5 of the Paris Agreement: 

Å Conserve and enhance carbon sinks, 
including forests

Å Encourage incentives for forest 
conservation, protection, restoration and 
sustainable management



2022 Global Strategic Plan for Biodiversity



Global biodiversity agreement

Å Target 1: Ensure biodiversity-inclusive land-use 
planning

Å Target 2: Ensure thatat least30%of all ecosystems
are under effective restoration measures

Å Target 3: Ensure atleast30%of ecosystems are 
effectively protected  

Å Target8: Managenature for climatechange
resilience



Protected areas - definition

Åά! ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 
space, 

Å recognized, dedicated and 
managed, through legal or other 
effective means, 

Å to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature 

Å with associated ecosystem 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦέ



Protected areas ïdifferent types and categories

Å Category 1: Strict protection, wilderness

Å Category 2: National, state park

Å Category 3: Natural monument

Å Category 4: Habitat/species management

Å Category 5: Protected landscape/seascape

Å Category 6: Protected area with sustainable use



Global land and sea protectionCurrent global status of protected areas



Global land and sea protectionCurrent global status of protected areas



Evolving context ςlinkages between 
nature, climate and wellbeing



Biodiversity as the foundation for wellbeing 


